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by the Irish briges, and by the Romans brayes and bmccae;
hence the modern term "breeches."
It does seem remarkable, as Mr. Baines points out,
that a branch of industry so apt to propagate itself should
have lingered thirteen hundred years on the coast of the
Mediterranean before it crossed that sea to Greece or
Italy, for the costly silks of China had long before been
quite eagerly sought by the ladies of Rome and Con-
stantinople. From the East the textile arts gradually
spread to Europe. In Greece, in the tenth century, silks,
woollens, and linens were made, and silks were made on
a large scale in Southern Italy in the twelfth, thirteenth,
and fourteenth centuries. The Flemings, under the
patronage of Henry I, established a colony in Pembroke-
shire, and there started the manufacture of woollen cloth.
In the year 1153 a charter was granted to the Priory of
St. Bartholomew to hold an annual fair which developed
into the Great Cloth Fair.
There were big woollen manufactories at the same
period in Flanders, Tuscany, etc., but it was left to
Mohammedan Spain to manufacture cloths from cotton
as early as the tenth century, as well as to copy the artistic
fabrications of the seats of Mohammedan luxury in the
East. Venice exported a variety of cottons in 1560, and
Milan sent out fustians and dimities of many sorts. The
first record of cotton in English trade is contained in a
work written towards the close of the fifteenth century
by Hakluyt, who says that the ships of Genoa brought
from England, among other commodities, cotton. In 1601
it is recorded that cotton was brought to England by the
Antwerpians from Sicily, the Levant, and Lisbon. When
the refugees from the Low Countries in the second half of
the sixteenth century, fleeing from persecution, settled in
England, they are said to have pursued the manufacturing
arts they had practised at home. There is, however, no
. positive proof that the Flemish weavers, who settled in
the neighbourhood of Manchester, did actually begin our
English cotton manufacture. It is practically certain that